NORTH  WITCHFORD 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year,  1949 

MR.  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I  beg  to  present  ,to  you  my  report  for  the  year  1949  on  the  health  conditions  of 
your  District  during  that  period. 

I  also  present  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CECIL  THOMAS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  FOR  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

(1)  Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— CECIL  THOMAS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Sanitary  Inspector — H.  BURTON,  A.R.S.I.  resigned  15.11.49. 

J.  METCALFE,  A.R.S.I.  commencing  10.12.49. 

(2)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  entire  District  has  the  services  of  Trained  Nurses  under  the  control  of 
the  Local  Authority. 

(3)  Hospitals. 

Most  patients  are  now  treated  at  Doddington  Hospital. 

(4)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

These  are  now  controlled  by  <the  local  Authority. 

(5)  Child  Welfare. 

Clinics  are  held  at  Doddington  and  Manea. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  bulk  of  the  adult  population  is  engaged  in  agricultural  work  and 
there  are  a  considerable  number  of  small  holdings  under  the  control  of  the  Isle  of 
Ely  County  Council.  Agricultural  work  also  provides  seasonal  employment  for 
many  of  the  adult  female  population. 

General  Statistics. 


Area  (acres)  ...... . . 

26,088 

Population  (estimated)  . . . . 

....... 

4,860 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

1,497 

Rateable  value  . . 

£12,973 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . . 

.......  ........ 

...... 

£52  14s 

2d. 

Vital  Statistics. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births . . . 

32 

45 

77 

Still  Births  . 

2 

2 

Illegitimate  Births  . 

1 

2 

3 

Deaths  . . 

31 

35 

66 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year . .  ' . 

'  4 

4 

The  Causes  of  death  were: 

Heart  Diseases . . 

22 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  ... 

2 

Intracranial  Vascular  Diseases  .... 

7 

Cancer . 

8 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . .  . 

1 

Non  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

1 

Bronchitis  . 

5 

Pneumonia  . . . 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases . . 

1 

Nephritis  . . . .  . .  . . 

........  ........ 

2 

Congential  Malformations  . . .  . 

3 

Diabetes  . . 

1 

Suicide  . . . 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes  . 

1 

All  Other  Causes  . . . . . . . 

. 

. . . 

8 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Disease  '  Total  Notified.  Deaths. 

Measles  . . .  _ . .  . . . . . . .  48  — 

Scarlet  Fever .  . .  . . . _ . „.  20  — 

Pneumonia  .  . . . . . . . .  .  _.. .  .  27  2 

Whooping  Cough  .  . . .  .....  16  — 

Erysipelas  . 2  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . 1  — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis . . 1  1 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  are  details  of  visits  and  inspections  carried  out  during  1940:  — 

Public  Health  Acts — Nuisances . . . . .  69 

Housing  (Disrepair)  under  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  171 

Bakehouses  . 3 

Food  Preparing  Premises  . . . . .  . . . . . .  18 

Factories  and  Workshops . . . . . .  5 

Refuse  Disposal  . . . . . . . .  26 

Sanitary  Accommodation  . 36 

Drain  Inspections  . .  . . .  . .  83 

Sewage  Disposal  (Beds  and  Dykes)  . .  . .  68 

Water  Supply  . .  . .  . .  . .  43 

Moveable  Dwellings  .  . . .  . .  . . . . .  14 

Petroleum  Inspections  . . . .  .  . . .  14 

Piggeries  . .  . .  . . . . .  . .  7 

Rats  and  Mice  . . 17 

Visits  to  houses  in  course  of  erection . _ . .  47 

Night  soil  collection  . . .  _. . u.„  25 

Vermin  . . . .  _ . .  . .  . . .  9 

Slaughterhouses  .  48 

Miscellaneous — interviews  and  meetings  . .  _ .  523 


1,264 


Defects  found  and  remedied: — 

Found.  Remedied. 

Housing  and  Public  Health  . 163  129 

Nuisances  from: — Choked  drains  . 26  26 

Sanitary  Accommodation  . . .  19  19 

Refuse  Accommodation . . 7  7 


215  181 


Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 

Contraventions  found . . . .  .  8 

Contraventions  remedied  . _. . .  3 


NORTH  WITCHFORD 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  the  Year  1949 


Housing. 

No  statutory  action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  during  the 
year,  but  one  cottage  was  completely  reconditioned  as  a  result  of  informal  action. 

Many  defects  were  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  most  of 
them  being  remedied  informally.  In  one  case  a  statutory  notice  was  served,  this 
being  partially  complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Council  completed  16  three  bedroom  type  houses  during  1949  and  had 
16  more  under  construction  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Private  enterprise  completed  6  houses  and  had  10  under  construction. 

Civil  Building  Control. 

During  the  year  22  building  licences  to  the  value  of  £6,040  were  issued  for 
repairs  and  additions  to  existing  houses,  and  92  plans  were  approved  by  the  Council. 
The  number  of  building  licences  was  greatly  reduced  as  a  result  of  the  raising  of  the 
£10  repair  limit  to  £100  per  house  per  annum. 

Water  Supply. 

The  following  is  the  information  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
circular  2/50: — 

(i)  In  those  parts  of  Wimblington  and  Doddington  parishes  served  by 
the  Wisbech  Waterworks  Co.  the  water  supply  has  been  adequate  and  there  have 
been  no  complaints  as  to  quality. 

In  the  parish  of  Manea,  the  piped  supply  provided  by  the  Council  continued 
to  be  a  source  of  complaints  because  of  the  insufficiency  of  pressure;  parts  of  the 
village  being  able  to  ge.t  a  supply  only  during  the  night  when  pressure  rises  slightly. 
The  small  size  of  the  main  and  distance  involved,  in  addition  to  lack  of  pressure  in 
the  Water  Company’s  main  feeding  the  Council’s  system  are  responsible  for  this 
state  of  affairs.  Work  on  the  proposed  new  reservoir  between  March  and  Wimbling¬ 
ton  has  not  yet  commenced. 

Benwick  village  is  still  without  a  piped  supply,  as  also  are  Welches  Dam 
and  Stonea.  These,  together  with  other  outlying  houses  and  farmsteads  have  to 
rely  on  rainwater  for  drinking  and  river  water  for  other  purposes.  Owing  to  the 
very  dry  summer,  it  was  necessary  to  cart  water  to  the  village  of  Benwick  on  19 
occasions,  the  total  amount  of  water  conveyed  being  16,400  gallons.  In  addition 
1,000  gallons  were  carted  to  Stonea  in  the  parish  of  Wimblington.  Welches  Dam 
carts  water  from  Manea  when  required. 

(ii)  No  independent  sampling  of  the  piped  supply  is  carried  out  by  the 
Council,  the  Water  Company  take  periodical  samples  of  the  supply  taken  by  them 
in  bulk  from  Marham,  Norfolk. 

(iii)  The  local  supply  of  water  is  not  plumbo-solvent. 

(iv)  No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  any  contamination. 

(v)  Proportion  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  mains: 


Parish 

Direct  to 
houses 

By 

standpipe 

Wimblington  . 

- .  85% 

2i% 

Doddington  . 

.  57% 

2  % 

Manea  . 

. - . —  87% 

9  % 

Welches  Dam  . 

. . . . .  nil 

nil 

Benwick . . . . 

. . . . .  nil 

nil 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Certain  portions  of  the  built  up  areas  of  Doddington,  Wimblington,  Manea 
and  Benwick  are  served  by  old  combined  storm  water  and  foul  sewers,  all  of  which 
either  discharge  into  open  dykes  or  obsolete  works.  The  standard  of  effluent 
discharged  is  very  poor  and  complaints  are  made  from  time  to  time  of  sewage  matter 
being  deposited  in  open  dykes.  A  cloudburst  occurred  on  July  15th  at  Doddington, 
as  a  result  of  which  back  flooding  from  the  sewers  took  place  and  several  houses  were 
flooded.  Certain  improvements  were  contemplated  to  alleviate  the  nuisance  caused 
by  the  inability  of  the  combined  sewers  to  cope  with  excessive  downpours. 


Drainage  disposal  to  such  other  houses  as  are  provided  with  drainage 
systems  is,  in  the  main,  by  use  of  septic  tanks,  cesspools  and  soakaways,  which 
function  with  a  varying  degree  of  success.  A  large  number  of  houses,  particularly 
in  Manea  and  Benwick,  are  provided  with  pail  closets;  and  many  other  properties 
have  vault  closets.  All  the  post-war  Council  housing  estates  are  provided  with 
individual  cesspools  and  soakaways  for  each  house. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Night  soil  is  still  collected  by  contract  and  utilised  on  the  land,  few 
complaints  arising  from  this  method.  The  contract  provides  for  3  collections  of  pails 
per  fortnight  and  some  670  closets  are  dealt  with.  Cesspools  and  vaults  are  emptied 
by  the  same  Contractor,  who  uses  a  modern  cesspool  emptying  machine  for  this 
purpose. 

Tins  and  indestructible  refuse  are  collected  at  monthly  intervals,  dumped 
in  tips  and  covered  with  soil  at  intervals.. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

The  routine  inspection  of  dairy  farms  ceased  after  the  1st  of  October,  1949, 
with  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944, 
which  transferred  supervision  of  milk  production  from  the  Local  Authority  to  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Supervision  of  milk  distribution  by  the 
retailer  continues  to  be  the  Council’s  responsibility  under  the  new  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949. 

13  samples  of  milk  were  taken  at  farms  for  bacteriological  examination,  2 
of  which  were  described  by  the  Bacteriologist  as  “having  failed  to  satisfy  the 
prescribed  tests.’’  In  these  two  cases,  further  samples  were  taken,  in  each  case  the 
subsequent  sample  proved  satisfactory. 

Two  supplementary  licences  were  issued  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  milk  in 
the  District  and  one  for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

None  of  the  seven  slaughterhouses  existing  in  the  District  has  been  licensed 
under  Section  57  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Home  killed  meat  supplied  to 
this  area  is  slaughtered  in  the  adjoining  Urban  area,  where  it  is  inspected  at  the  time 
of  slaughter.  Only  small  amounts  of  tinned  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during  the 
year. 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  area.  Two  additional  shop  premises 
were  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  storage 
and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

Only  one  licence  was  issued  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  authorising  the  use  of  a  caravan  on  a  specified  site. 

During  the  year  a  Gypsy  encampment  was  removed  from  Common  land  in 
a  neighbouring  Urban  District  and  one  of  the  families  was  placed  on  a  site  in  North 
Witchford  Rural  District.  Action  to  secure  the  removal  of  this  caravan  was  pending 
at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Infestation  Order,  1943. 

Comparatively  few  complaints  have  been  received  regarding  infestation 
generally.  The  sewage  dykes  have  been  repeatedly  baited.  The  Pest  Department 
of  the  Isle  of  Ely  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  carry  out  a  considerable 
amount  of  rat  destruction  in  the  area,  having  contracts  for  the  treatment  of  over  100 
premises. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

During  the  year  5  inspections  were  made  to  Factories.  One  defect  was 
found  and  remedied.  No  outworkers  are  employed. 

J.  METCALFE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


15th  August,  1950. 


